ILSP HOUSING OPTIONS FOR EMANCIPATED YOUTH

In recognition of the high likelihood of homelessness for former foster and probation youth, ILSP through its enhanced funding under the Chafee Bill, state THP+ and with contacts in the local community, has developed housing options with providers in Alameda County. We are currently able to offer the following opportunities to youth leaving foster care/probation at the age of 18 or older up through age 23.

1. One time $1000 grants for security deposit and move in costs up to age 21 (35 youth received the grant in 2007).

2. Assistance in receiving financial aid for students in four year or community colleges which provides sufficient money for housing on or near the campus.  With the new Chafee Education and Training Vouchers (ETVs) young adults can receive up to $5000 per year in addition to other financial aid and if they are receiving this grant before 21 they can continue to receive it until the age of 23.  (Currently about 200 young adults are receiving housing support in this fashion.)

3. Support in applying for Section 8 vouchers, permanent or 18 months, for both single adults or parents with child(ren).   (Currently app. 35 young adults have these vouchers and we will continue to work to help young people apply for additional vouchers.)

4. Assistance in receiving SSI for appropriate young adults to help them with housing needs. (Beyond Emancipation can aid in securing a representative payee if necessary.)

5. Referrals to six Alameda County based CBOs which provide subsidized housing with gradually decreasing subsidies over 24 months through the THP+ program for up to 180 youth between the ages of 18 and 24.  Youth may apply directly to the providers or through Beyond Emancipation.
6. Referrals to shelters for short term and longer placements, some of which specialized in working with young adults, e.g. Covenant House.

7. Placement in job training programs including housing such as Job Corp, Americorp, and California Conservation Corp (currently about 10 young adults have been placed in such facilities.)

8. Referral to and support of placements working with young adults with higher levels of need such as Regional Center placements, Bonita House, other board and care facilities.

9. Gift checks for Target, Sears, Burlington, and Mervyns, Wal-Mart etc. for household furnishings are also provided.

10. Some household furnishings can be provided directly by ILSP through furnishings in stock at the office.

11. Furniture is provided through the Salvation Army Thrift Store in Oakland for up to $350 per youth for post-emancipation youth requesting it or through direct payments to vendors for youth living in other counties.

12. Food vouchers for emergency support. 
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